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Sixty-five members of the new Egbema and 
Gbaramatu Communities Development 
Foundation (EGCDF) leadership have been 
on-boarded at a training programme at 
Wesley Hotel, Benin, Edo State. The 
training held from May 31 to June 1, 2017 
was facilitated by representatives of CNL, 
PPCD, New Nigeria Foundation (NNF) and 
LITE Africa. It was to: Promote an 
understanding of the contents of the GMOU 
process, build the capacities of participants 
for effective and efficient implementation of 
GMOU, acquaint them with the objectives 
and implementation process of the GMOU, 
enhance their understanding of the roles 
and responsibilities of stakeholders in the 
GMOU process and share capacity building 
plans/ programmes for RDCs and other 
stakeholders of the GMOU. 
 
In his words, Mr. Anthony Emegere, CNL-
PGPA Superintendent commended the 
efforts of stakeholders on successful 
constitution of the new executives and 
members of the EGCDF.  He said the 
NNPC/Chevron Joint Venture believes in 
capacity building for requisite knowledge, 
skills and ideas that will help new members 
to understand the process and deliver 
sustainable benefits to their communities. 

He encouraged participants to give their 
utmost attention to the training. 
 
Methodology for the on-boarding included: 
Plenary sessions, presentations, group work 
and panel discussions which focused on: 
History of CNL’s Community Engagement 
process,  CNL and State Government, 
GMOU committees and their roles, roles of 
the EGCDF in the GMOU,  GMOU 
financing, finance and administration, 
ethical issues in RDF management, the 
PRC operations and roles of member-
organisation representatives, conception 
and implementation of community projects, 
role of RDF in effective communication to 
relevant stakeholders and role of PPCD in 
the GMOU. 
 
Prior to the training, the new members and 
Executives of EGCDF were officially 
inaugurated on April 26, 2017 at the 
Manuex Place, Jakpa Road, Warri, Delta 
State where the former Chairman Chief 
Michael Johnny officially handed over to 
Comrade Jude Ukori as the new Chairman 
of EGCDF. 
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PPCD Organizes On-Boarding Training for New Leaders of EGCDF 

 
The former Chairman of EGCDF Chief Michael Johnny 
handing over to the new Chairman Comrade Jude 
Ebitimi Ukori.  

 

 
Group picture of participants at the On-boarding 
training held in Benin, Edo State 
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The Participatory Partnerships for 
Community Development (PPCD) has 
conducted Interactive Forums to enhance 
communication between the Regional 
Development Committees and their 
communities. The programmes were 
conducted in Jirinwo community, Ilaje RDC, 
Ondo State on March 21, 2017; Amatu 1 in 
Dodo River RDA, Bayelsa State on May 3, 
2017 and Koluama 1 in KEFFES RDF, 
Bayelsa State on June 21, 2017. The 
forums aim to facilitate communication 
between the RDCs and community 
members, ensure effective working 
relationship between RDCs and the 
community/opinion leaders, increase 
community/opinion leaders’ understanding 
of the GMOU process and establish a 
proactive peace process between 
community and RDC’s leaders.    
 
 

 

The programme was facilitated by PPCD 
with support from New Nigeria Foundation, 
LITE Africa and Accord for Community 
Development. It provided a platform for 
interaction on the issues discussed, 
including: Understanding the GMOU, RDCs’ 
activities, achievement and challenges, 
community development etc. In attendance 
were: 84 participants (27 female and 57 
male) in Jirinwo community, Ilaje RDC, 84 
persons (42 female and 42 male) in Amatu 
1 community, Dodo River RDA and 154 
participants (131 female and 23 male) in 
Koluama community in KEFFES RDF. 
 

The Partnership Initiatives in the Niger Delta 
(PIND) celebrated ‘World Earth Day’ , 24 
April 2017, at the Appropriate Technology 
Enabled Development (ATED) Centre, 
Egbokodo, Warri, Delta State. It was 
dedicated to interesting discussions among 
educationists, climate change activists, 
agriculturalists, students, and general 
interest persons. The event highlighted the 
need for more information on climate 
change to enhance public understanding of 
the issues of environmental sustainability 
and the impact of climate change. 

Dr. Israel Yusuf, a fish farmer based in 
Ughelli, Delta State who also runs a radio 
show on best practices in aquaculture, 
spoke on how farmers are affected by 
climate change and how it affects the acid 
levels of water in a way that can be 
hazardous for fish. According to him, many 
fish farmers have lost their fish to high level 
iron content of their ponds while high 
temperatures can lead to high mortality of 
birds in poultry farming. Yusuf affirmed that, 
climate change                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
is not abstract but a reality that affects lives. 

 Participants at the event included: 

representatives of Renewable Energy 

PPCD, RDCs Interact with Community Members 
 

PIND Celebrates World Earth Day 

          

 
A participant seeking clarification during the interactive 
forum at Koulama 1 community, KRDF, Bayelsa State 

 

     

Mathew Erebi explaining the GMOU process and Dodo 
RDA activities to community members at Amatu 1, 
Bayelsa State  

Cross section of participants at Jirinwo community Ilaje 
RDC, Ondo State. 
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and Environmental industry such as: 

Waste management companies, 

agricultural Input companies, agro-

dealers, farmers, Association of 

Professional Bodies of Nigeria -Delta 

State Chapter, tertiary institutions, local 

govt, state ministries of environment and 

education, members of the Delta State 

House of Assembly etc.

 
 
Professor Obafemi Ajibola, was recently awarded an honourary degree of Doctor of Science by 
the Osun State University, Osun State in recognition of his contributions to the development of 
the institution and humanity in general during the 10th 
Foundation day and 6th convocation ceremony of the 
University. This became another feather to the cap of the 
eminent professor of agricultural engineering and a 
development expert.  

Looking regal in his academic gown, Professor Ajibola 
was joined by his wife, friends and well-wishers to receive 
the award in the presence of the Governor of the State of 
Osun, Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola, the Chancellor of the 
Institution and other dignitaries. Members of staff of New 
Nigeria Foundation (NNF) were also present at the 
occasion to felicitate with their Managing Director and 
CEO for an honour well-deserved. PPCD Team 
congratulates the indefatigable Professor Obafemi 
Ajibola. 

My Perspectives on the GMoU 
 
GMoU: Focus More on Economic Empowerment for Sustainability----Jude Ukori 

Question: Can you introduce yourself and your role (s) in the GMoU process? 
 Answer: I am Comrade Jude Ebitimi Ukori, the current Chairman, Egbema and Gbaramatu Development 

Foundation (EGCDF). I came on board in April 26, 2017. I am a pioneer member of the Foundation, 

among the team that initiated and formulated the constitution that brought 

onboard EGCDF before the GMoU was signed in 2005. I was the Project 

Review Committee Chairman in 2005-2009, Assistant General Secretary in 

2009-2013, General Secretary in 2013-2017. 

Question: Can you assess the GMoU process and tell us how it has 
impacted your   RDC and its communities? 
Answer:  The GMoU process has impacted positively on the communities of 
Egbema and Gbaramatu kingdoms respectively.  Before the GMoU in 2005, 
the relationship between the company and the communities were 
characterized with failed promises, lots of agitations, acrimony, shut-down of 
Chevron Nigeria Limited (CNL) operations and struggles to get things done.  
Most cases projects were promised without being executed and there was 
really nothing to show.  Since the inception of GMoU in 2005, there have been 

lots of infrastructural and non-infrastructural developments in our communities. 

     

 
Prof. Obafemi Ajibola, his wife and other 
well-wishers at the ceremony. 
 

 

Professor Obafemi Ajibola Receives Honourary Degree 
 

 
Participants at the ‘World earth day 
 

Comrade Jude Ebitimi 
Ukori, Chairman EGCDF  
 

     

          



4 
 

 
Question: How do you think that the community projects should be sustained? 
Answer:  Sustainability of these projects is a collective responsibility, mostly the end users of these 

projects (communities).  They should take ownership of these projects, cherish and maintain them 

because we build and transfer to the community.  There are some projects that cannot be maintained by 

the community alone, in such a case, there should be collaboration between the RDC and the 

communities to come up with some management process. The RDC should come up with a guide on how 

project(s) can be put into use to generate income for the maintenance and sustainability of the project(s).  

My advice to RDCs is that we should not only build but set aside certain percentage of the fund for 

sustainability. 

Question: What new areas of development would you want your RDC and even the GMoU to focus 
on in the future? 
Answer:  The GMoU should focus more on economic empowerment projects.  EGCDF is looking at 
implementing a mixture of infrastructural and economic empowerment projects. If people are empowered, 
they will be able to contribute to sustainability.   
 
Question:  How would you assess your RDC projects implementation strategy in the light of the 
new GMoU focus on human development and livelihood?  
Answer:  With the help of the NGOs and EGCDF human capacity building committee, we have been able 
to implement the human capital development projects.  For instance, EGCDF is in partnership with 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in collaboration with Chevron Nigeria Limited for the 
training of community youths and there is also a scholarship scheme for students from EGCDF 
communities. 
 
Question: How is your RDC faring in soliciting and securing third party and sponsorship support? 
Answer:  EGCDF has been able to secure third party funding such as: The donation of tractor from 
NDDC and support from DESOPADEC for projects. The Foundation has made advocacy visit to the Kings 
of Egbema and Gbaramatu Kingdoms. We have also visited and written a letter to the State Government 
for their support and the foundation has been asked to furnish the government with more information for 
possible collaboration and supports.  The only challenge is difficulty in securing foreign partnership and 
PPCD and NGOs need to assist in this area. 
 
Question: What are the major problems confronting your RDC? 
Answer:  There is no adequate fund to carry out all the projects that will meet the yearnings and 
aspirations of EGCDF communities.  For instance, in the last project cycle, over six projects in some 
communities were stepped down.  There are also some communities agitating to be included as part of 
the GMoU communities; some have taken the Foundation and CNL to court.  Another problem is limited 
employment opportunities. 
 
Question: What is the future of the GMoU and what should key stakeholders do to ensure 
sustainability of the process? 
Answer: We are optimistic but change is constant. My word of encouragement to every stakeholder is to 
cherish the process because it has a lot of benefits.  CNL should not be carried away by the success 
stories and undermine the key factors of the process because it might shorten the lifespan of the GMoU. 
 
Question: PPCD and NGOs have conducted some activities in your RDC. What do you want 
included in their programmes and what other ways can PPCD and other NGOs support your RDC? 
Answer:  The importance of PPCD and NGOs cannot be over emphasized. They sustain the process 
especially in capacity building and sharing of ideas. Over the years, they have built capacity in various 
areas and we encourage them to do more. My problem with them is the timing of their delivery. Capacity 
should be built on time when the RDCs need it, mostly within the first year of the administration.  PPCD 
should also guide and help the RDCs with information and opportunities on third party collaboration. 
 
 

   Our Contact: 

 

Participatory Partnerships for Community Development 
38, Johnson Duku Crescent, Opp. Christ Apostolic Church (CAC) 
Effurun GRA, Warri, Delta State.  
Tel. No: +234 (81) 22015662; +234 (70) 86677032 
E-mail: info@ppcdng.org; ppcdng@gmail.com;    Website: www.ppcdng.org  
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